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1. A Fortunate Birth

Many, many years ago, in a small kingdom in the north of
India, something was happening that would change the whole
world. Queen Maya, wife of the good King Shuddhodana, lay
asleep and had a wondrous dream. She dreamt she saw a
brilliant white light shining down to her from the sky, and in
the rays of this light was a magnificent elephant. It was pure
white and had six large tusks. This elephant of light flew
closer and closer to the queen and finally melted into her
body. Queen Maya awoke, filled with greater happiness than
she had ever felt before.

Quickly she went to the King and together they asked the
wise men at the court what this strange and wonderful dream
might mean. The wise men answered, "O Your Majesties, this
dream is a most excellent one! It means that the Queen will
give birth to a son, and this prince will someday become a
great man. Not only you, but the entire world is fortunate that
the Queen will have such a special child." Hearing this good
news, the King and Queen were overjoyed. The King was
especially happy because he longed for a son who would
someday rule the kingdom in his place. And now it seemed
his wish was being granted.
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Arb Cuaaxapra Oywy bynaaruiin nagur
Opuyyncan b. Jlamaun

1. BysiHT TOpe.I

OnoH 3yyHBl TIpT33 JKarapblH OpHBI ymap Tra3pblH HATIH
OaraxaH BaHT yJcal ADJIXUN EPTOHIUUT acap eepusiex Yill
apnan Oosncon axryy. llymaxomana xd>Ma3X OysSHT XaaHBI
rIprui xarad Maasia amranaH HOWpCY axyijaa rauXamImurT
3YYA2HI yMOacaH axad. 3YYA3H Hb TIHIIPIIC ep OyChIH ToI1
r3p3J1 Halapy TysaH AyHJlaac YaHJIraH llaraad 3aad TOAO0PYI?.
[{araan maraan rax37 XOT maraan 0ac 3ypraad cO€0TOW HATIH
0aitB. I'3pidac yyAdH TOIOPCOH 3aaH JOBTIOH alCa)K XaTHBI
OWeHJ] Hb IIMHIK?I). XaraH YpbJ XOXKHA Y333TyH HUX
OasicrajaHraap C3TraJ1 Hb AYYPY HOUPHOOC CIPKII.

Hapyiixan xaaH 333H7A Oapaanxax, XOE€yd OpAHBI MAPIiJ
Hapaac »dHOXYY COAOH 3YYAHUH Yy4yup OYyH OOJIOXBIT
Tailyynaxaap acyyxaj Mdpraa eryyiapyyH: “Ai, spxom
JP373C Hap MUHBb 33, 3H3 3YYHA OOJ YHIX33p eryysuryu
raixaMIIWITal. YUpbIl yXBaac XaTaH HYyTaH Yp TOPYYJIdX Hb.
[[ur> Tepex arb aryy TraxaMmIITUHH 1991 XYMYYH OOIHO.
['aruxyy I23m3C Ta HAp TOAMWTYM XaMmar XOpBOO, XaTaH, IOl
XYY TOpPYYJICHUHN OysSHBIT 31X 00NN XAIMIIUII3B. DHIXYY
CallH Tejer O31Truir coHcooj XaaH, XaraH XO€p MarHau
xarapran OasicaB. HoH suanrysa XaaH, ylcaa XKOJ0OJO0X
HyraH YpMHr Tyiyaac Xxycd OaiicaH araajy 5Ayra3 XaaHbl
Xycan OarTait 60IKI?.
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It was the custom in those days for a woman to return to her
parent's home in order to give birth. And so, when the time
had almost come for the baby to be born, Queen Maya and
many of her friends and attendants left the palace of the King
and began the journey to her childhood home.

They had not travelled far when the Queen asked that they
stop and rest. She knew the baby would be born very soon.
They had reached the beautiful gardens of Lumbini and the
Queen went into this garden looking for a comfortable place
in which she could give birth. the stories say that even the
animals and plants, somehow understanding what a special
child was about to be born, wanted to help. A large tree bent
down one of its branches and the Queen took hold of it with
her right hand. Supporting herself in this way, she gave birth
to a son. The attendants cradled the baby in their arms and
were amazed at how beautiful he was and how peaceful he
seemed.

At that moment, throughout the land, there was a great
feeling of peace and happiness. People forgot their troubles,
ceased their quarrels and felt great love and friendship for
one another. Some people saw rainbows suddenly appear in
the sky, and many other beautiful and unusual sights were
seen.

Wise men from all over the kingdom noticed these signs of
peace and joy and excitedly said to one another, "Something
very fortunate has just happened. Look at all these wonderful
signs! It must certainly be a special day!"
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TyxaitH yeuiiH 3aHIUIaap aiJIbIH 03p TOPXOMJIO6 AIIH OUHK
aMmapkiar skamrad axdd. MiHxyy Tyiarap xaran Maasia
magap JI3Pr3AMUHXAH XUUT33 TIPUNH 3apll MIUB3TYUH Hap
XaTHBI TAJI TOJIOMTBIT 30PbK MOPJIKI?.

3am[ rapaaj ynanryi, 6araxaH caaThsl XOMA9H XaTaH ailyiaas.
Tapasp Hspaiinax 60JICHOO 36H OMITIAP MIACIH Hb SHA OYIOY.
Nitxyy asubixaH JIyMOWMHHUN Y33CI3J3HT LLPPIAIT XYpY,
XaTraH HApauiaax 30XHCT rasap XauwB. OryyinX Hb, TyxallH
ra3pblH aMbTaH XUWUrI3] yprajar OyXdH roll XeBYYH MIHJIAX
r»K Oyl 30Hreepee yxaH, eep ©epuHH XdpIIP TyclaH
TATIIXUUT XUUIIHTYWIBIM. HArH Xymmwrap MoIoH Meupee
Oexuiirexyis; xaraH OapyyH MyTpaap OapuH aBax yecT
XOBYYH M3HIJIAB. JIPProluiiHX3H TapJax eJruiaex1ee HsIIX
XOBYYHUU HOyTal Y33CT3JI3H TOrOJII6p, aMapIUHTyUT TaiXxaH
oumupyId?.

Top wart razap ponxuid OasicaH, aMapJIMHTYWH 33T
DIRJICHUWT YII3p Oryynmryi. XyH 30H, 30BJIOH 3YArYYpPId
ymapTaH, Xd3pyyJd TAMIPI Tacapy, Oue Ouec3d xaiipaap
JP3IUISH, D€ DBUUI OJDK KapracaH ax»3. [DHAT TIHIPT
COJIOHTO TaTCaH Hb 3apUM XYMYYCT Xaparaax, eep Oycana ep
OyCBbIH cailXaH Y33IJ12]1 OJIOHTOO TOXHOXK?).

Bant ync nasap onon Mapraa amranias, 6asp OascrajiaHruiH
9HA MAT OJIOH LIWHKHUT a)KHUajl, 66p XOOPOHI00 OTYYJIPYYH:
“HoraH OHILNOM 3aBIIAaHT Yyypad TOXHOXK?I3. OHD OJOH
rafXaMImurT MIUHXUAT TyHraaH 00iaroortyH! DHY HAT 1 ep
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OyCBIH ©J16p TOXHOJI00 MIYY!” XaM33J1/19B.

Queen Maya, unaware that her joy at having a son was being [[InH> arp TepcHUM HUX OasPBIT TIP AT BaHT YJIC XOTOJ
shared at that very moment throughout the kingdom took the | nmasap xyBaammaxk OyWr xapaaxaHn MdIm33ryil Maasia xataH,
new-born baby in her arms and returned to the palace of the HSJIX YPA3 TOBPAH XaaHbl OPAOH Pyy AI3B. DHOY 007 3yHBI
King. It was the beginning of the fourth Indian month (May- TOPTYYH CapblH capaH TIprai ojep Oaiinaa.

June) and the moon was growing full.

Used with permission of the author, Jonathan Landaw
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