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2. A Holy Man's Visit

With great rejoicing, King Shuddhodana greeted his Queen
and his new son. Splendid festivals were held and the whole
kingdom was decked in beautifully colored banners. It was a
time of great happiness and peace. there was so much
gladness everywhere that his parents decided to name the
Prince "Siddhartha", which means "the one who has brought
about all good".

Now the wise men made new predictions about the baby. "O
King," they said, "the signs of the Prince's birth are most
favorable. Your son will grow up to be even greater than you
are now!" This news made the King very proud. "If these
wise men are correct,” he thought, "my son, Prince
Siddhartha, may one day be the ruler not only of my small
kingdom, but perhaps of the entire world! What a great
honor for me and my family!"

In the first few days after the his birth, many people came to
the palace to see the new baby. One of the visitors was an old
man named Asita. Asita was a hermit who lived by himself in
the distant forests, and he was known to be a very holy
person. The King and Queen were surprised that Asita would
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Ars Cuaaxapra Oyrwy bynaarnitn nagur
Opuyyican b. Jlamaun

2. M3priH apim MOPWICOH Hb

Xen razap xypaxryi 6ontinoo Oasccan llynaxonmana xaaH,
XaTaH IIWHY MOHADIICOH HyraH yp Xo€poo Oasp OaspbiH
JPAIP9P yrraB. VX IPHTYYH YYCCOH BaHT YIC TIp asiapss
OJIOH OHTHHH Tyr XHYypT yMOaxd3. DH? 00N IHIXYY 301
Kapraj, amap amrajaHraap Tereyjep nar ye Ooipk, raszap
cairyii mx Oasp OascramaH OsiIXax, JIPT dX Hb IIIHHD
MOH/IDJICOH arbjlaa Xamar TYChII OYyT?3rd4 T3COH yTrarai
Cupnxapra XaMd9X HIp aljas.

Mbpraa muH? XOBYYHHUIM TOOPTUMT Y3337 “XaaH 333H MHUHb
7. ATMIH MOHUIDX YEUMHH OJIOH IIMHX Hb OyTal
rauxammurrad. Xyy TaHb 6©CeeJl JAYYTHUHH TaHbl Cyy
anjpaac 4 JaBXK rapax oM OaifHa” X3MIICHHUI COHCOOJ
Xaan ymmk Oascudrd. XaaH COTXUPYYH: * Mapraauiin Tejer
YHOH aBaaC MMHHUM XOBYYH CHIIXApTa XOKMBIH HOI3H ©/10p
MHHUM ©UYYYX3H BaHT YICBHII 3axupaaj] 30rCOXI'YW JasH
JIIXHUUT 333JICOH UX XaaH 4 00J10X I0yH Maraj. Manail ynam
XUUT331 MUHHUNA XyBbJI FOyTall UX 3aBIIAaH!” X3M33H Taajas.

ATHHAT M3HADICHAIC XOMIIXM X3 XOHOIT TYYHHU AYPUWT
Y33X23p Y OJIOH XYH OpAOH] OapaanxaB. Dl OJIOH 304]IbIH
HAT Hb ACHUTa H3PT ©BreH axryy. Trp033p ajChlH ariar o
Osicanran YWIIdH cyyaar MdIpraH apii 0ereeji arjiar OWH
OPHOOCOO Tap4 OPJAOHA MOPWICOHI XaaH, XaTraH XOEp HAIH
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leave his forest home and appear at their court, "We are very
honored that you have come to visit us, O holy teacher," they
said with great respect. "Please tell us the purpose of your
journey and we shall serve you in any way we can."

Asita answered them, "I thank you for your kind welcome. 1
have come a great distance to visit you because of the
wonderful signs I have recently seen. They tell me that the
son recently born to you will gain great spiritual knowledge
for the benefit of all people. Since I have spent my entire life
trying to gain such holy wisdom, I came here as quickly as
possible to see him for myself."

The King was very excited and hurried to where the baby
Prince lay sleeping. He carefully picked up his son and
brought him back to Asita. For a long time the holy man
gazed at the infant, saying nothing. Finally he stepped back,
looked sadly up at the sky, sighed heavily and began to cry.

Seeing Asita weep, the King and Queen became very
frightened. They were afraid that the holy man had seen
something wrong with their child. With tears in his eyes, the
King fell to his knees and cried out, "O holy teacher, what
have you seen that makes you weep? Didn't you and all the
other wise men say that my son was born to be a great man,
to gain supreme knowledge? But now, when you look at my
baby you cry. Does this mean that the Prince will die soon?
Or will something else very terrible happen to him? He is my
only child and I love him dearly. Please tell me quickly what
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raiixax, “Xyrarr Oarmaa, MaHaXbIl THUTYYJI?H MOPHIDK
UPCOH TaHb OMJHMI XyBbJ I0yTail WX 3071 Oasp B3’ XIMIIH
xyHmman, “KOynbsl Tyn Ta Mopwnk up3B 33?7 Ta TaBrai
caaTHa yy!” XaM33B.

Acwuta xapuy coépxoxao0: “Tamapxan yrrcanj rsjaiiaa ou.
AJNCBIH 3aMbIl TYy/JDK HMPCHUHA Yy4dp Hb casXxaH Hajaj
Y33IACAH OJIOH OHIIOM caiiXxaH MIMHXK TAMASr Oonoi. Cad
TaHaWJl M3HJIJICOH XOBYYH XaMmar aMbTHBI TYChIH TYJA OHJIAT
OWJITMIH 3YHPIAIITYH UMX YaJJIbIT OJIOX Hb X3MI3LIIMK OyH.
bu Oyxuil 1 Hacaapaa TUWM TAII3H OWITHMHT OJIOX T'IK
3YTIACHUU TyJl TaHal XOBYYHUUI ©OpUUH OUedp Y3IXIIP
sapaH 30pbXK UPIA3”~ XAMIIB.

XaaH Tyitaac caHjpaH, HOUPCOXK OyH arb pyy JOTIOH OUMK,
XsIHaMramraap epreH T3B3p4, AcUTaj aBUUpY Y3YYJIIB. Apll
0y 4 3C OrYYJAPH HSJIX aruir ux J yAaaH axux, TIrd
TIAPIT yXpaH, TOHTIP 06]1 XapyycaHTyi xanuaraay / xapaan /
I'YH aMbCraj aBd, M3IM3PYYJDK rapiaa.

AcWTarniiH XalJlaxpIl' Xapaaj, XaaH, XaTaH XOEp YHXDJIUI33
xaraprana aik, XeBYYHJ MYy IOM TOXMOJIJIOX Hb I'K 3YpX
WUMIIUPIIr33B. Hynmumce ManMapyyicsd XaaH eBlier COXpeH
“AM, xytart 6ari aa, Ta royHj nitH xaiiaHa B3? OJOH MApraa
Ta OYra MUHHMM XOBYYHHUUT aryy ux XyH OOJDK YJIDMXKUMH UX
APIAM YaJJIBIT OJIHO TACOH OycC yy? IdT3I1 HIYrad XOBYYHUUT
MUHb XapaaJl yillaH Xailibk Oaiinar. OH? YMHb XOBYYH MaaHb
YIAXTY HAC HOrYMX Hb IIC3H YT YY? DCB3J YYHJ MaaHb TyH
30/ITYH sIBAAJN Taapax Hb yy? DH? MaaHb MUHUI TaHIl X6BYYH
Oeree 1 OM AT 3YPXHAIICHD XaWpraaaar oM~ X3MIIB.
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you have seen, for my heart is shaking with sadness and
fear."

Then with a very kind look, Asita calmed the new parents and
told them not to worry. "Do not be upset," he told them. "I am
not crying because of something bad I saw for the Prince. In
fact, now that I have seen your son, I know for certain that he
will grow up to be more than just a great man. There are
special signs that I have seen on this child - such as the light
that shines from his fingers - that tell me he will have a
glorious future.

"If your son decides to stay with you and become a king, he
will be the greatest king in history. He will rule a vast realm
and bring his people much peace and happiness. But if he
decides not to become a king, his future will be even greater!
He will become a great teacher, showing all people how to
live with peace and love in their hearts. Seeing the sadness in
the world he will leave your palace and discover a way to end
all suffering. Then he will teach this way to whoever will
listen.
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Top nmapyit AcuTa MmMMHD aaB, 23K XOEPHIT TaalaMKTau
Xanmdax Taitrapyynaan, “byy Oammarm, Oyy canaa 30B”
X3M33H euuB. “‘bu aruiiH Tanaap smap HAI3H Myy COBHH
TaTaa]l YWDK YHXKCaH IOM OHII. YHSHIP Hb X3J70311 3ayrid
TaHal XOBYYHHWI Xapaaj, 3HD XOBYYH 3YI23p HOI aryy Mx
XYH 00JI00/1 30TCOXTYH TYYH?3C HX JIaBX rapax Hb I3ATUUT
OarTaiisia MK apjaa. DHA XOBYYHJ OJIOH OHLIOM IIMHXK
Oaifraar 6m axnaa. TyxainOayn rapelH XypyyHaac Hb I'3I33
nanapu Oaiiraa Hb TYYHUWI raixantaid HMpIdAyd XyJdak
Oaiiraar eryy/pk OaifHa. Xd9pAB XOBYYH Ta Haprail xamT
Oaifraas xaaH OOJOXBIT XYCBAJI YpPbJ XOXKHUJ rapaaryi UXuiH
uX XaaH O0JHO.

XeBYYH 033p yyAaM X YJICBIH XaaH OPHOO CYY’K, XYH ap/iaa
amrajaH >KaprajJanr JUIyYJH?. XaaH OOJOXBII 3C XYC3X
aBaac XOBYYHUUT yllaM MX UPIdAYH XYdIK OaiiHa. Trap0aap
aryy ux OarmraH OOJK, XaMar ambTaHJ COTIAJ 3YPX3IHAII
DHX aMmrajaH, 3HIP3JI XaupblH I3IUUT aryyJDK aMbJpaxblH
apra yxaaHbll' 3aaX OonHO. EpTeHLMIH TYHUT TyTpajbir
Y3331 T3p033p XaaH TaHbl OpJ XapIIUWUT OPXUH OJ0XK, XaMar
30BJIOHI TTVIDXUWH 3aMBIl HA3HD. THra37 3HO 3amaa, yruur
Hb COHCOXBII XYC3X XYH OypT 3aaH co€pxox oM OaiiHa”
X3M?3r337 6ac eupyyH.
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"No, dear King and Queen, I was not crying for the child. |
was crying for myself. You see, I have spent my whole life
looking for the truth, searching for a way to end all suffering.
And today I have met the child who will someday teach
everything I have wanted to learn. But by the time he is old
enough to teach, I shall already have died. Thus, I shall not be
able to learn from him in this life. That is why I am so sad.
But you, O fortunate parents, should not be sad. Rejoice that
you have such a wonderful child."

Then Asita took one long, last look at the child, and slowly
left the palace. The King watched him leave and then turned
towards his son. He was very happy that there was not danger
to the Prince's life. He thought, "Asita has said that
Siddhartha will become either a great king or a great teacher.
It would be much better if first he became a king. How proud
I would be to have such a famous and powerful son! Then,
when he is old like Asita, he can become a holy teacher if he
wants."

So, thinking like this, King Shuddhodana stood happily with
his baby in his arms, dreaming of the fame that his son would
someday have.

Used with permission of the author, Jonathan Landaw
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“OpxdM JP913C XaaH, XaTaH MUHb 33, OW TaHaW XOBYYHHUH
Tyxaij Oyc eepuiiree 0071001 HyJlMMcaa yHaracaH oM IIyy.
Munuii Oue YHPHUWT 3p3H, XamMar 30BJOHT apuirax 3am
MOPUIT Xalk OyXdJl ampjpall, HOIPH Hacaa Oapx Oairaar
MUHB Ta OYTJ MAIPX Ou3 73. DHY elep Ou HacaH Typuigaa
MDIIIPXUUT XYCCOH IOM OYpUUT MaaHb 3aaX aiyijjax XyBbTau
TaHall XOBYYHT3M yunpiaa. XapaMcajlTal Hb XOBYYHHUT HOM
TaBUX HAacaHJ XYPAXdI OW HOMBIH aBIIAT XYPTK YaJaaxTyu
ax33. Uyxam yyHa 1 OM XapyycaH ramyyaHa. XapuH a3rai
aaB, WK Ta XO0€p xapyycax royH! HMilM calixaH XeBYYHTIM
00JICOH00 OaxapXaH TaaJlarTyH X3M233r39]I.

AcuTa XyTarT SICUWH yaaa WX J TallBHaap XeBYYH 93D
Xxapaa Tanbuaz OopAHOOC aaxyyxaH rapud ojjioo. XaaH 033p
apIIMUT Y9311 XOBYYH 06106 33B. XaH XYYTMiH aMb HacaH]l
aroyJl 3aHaj YIYWI M3 XaaHbl COTIA HA3H TaWTrapyij.
Tap06a3p cotxupyyH: “Cugaxapra XeBYYH MX XaaH 3CXYJ UX
Oarmran O0oJHO XAMAP3H AcuTa apm aimmgiaa. Harmdpx Hb
Oytoy ux xaaH Oosi0on H3H caiiHcaH. TwilM angaprail cyp
XYYUH TOTeJAep XYYTd3H 00l0X Hb MHUHHM XyBBJ IOyTail HX
Oaxapxan. Tohrasg X0KUMI00 €6pee XYCIH Taandan Acuta
apul jJyraa ajuil HacaH eHJep 00JI0X00pOoO XyTarT OOk
00J10X T0M” X3MD3H 00/17100.

Nitn  cotmnan UlygaxomaHa XaaH XO0XKMBIH HAIIDH - ©16D
XOBYYHUU XYPTIX OHIOP CYy alApbIl TOCOOJOH XOBYYHI?
TABPAH CATIAJI TOHYYH 30TCHOM! !
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